IN THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for processing requests for media resources, comprising: 
defining a queue; 

allocating a media resource to the queue; and 
associating a media resource request with the queue; 

wherein associating a media resource request with the queue comprises associating the 
media resource, request with a data zone associated with the queue , 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein associating a media resource 
request with the queue further comprises associating the media resource request with a request 
category associated with the queue. 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising 

defining a request category; and 

associating the request category with the queue; 

wherein associating a media resource request with the queue further comprises 
associating the media resource request with the request category. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the media resource comprises a media 
storage device, 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the media resource comprises a tape 
drive. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the media resource request comprises a 
request to mount a volume of removable storage media on the media resource. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising receiving the media resource 
request from a host. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising receiving the media resource 
request from a backup application. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the media resource is allocated 
exclusively to the queue. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the queue comprises a first queue, the 
media resource comprises a first media resource, and the media resource request comprises a 
first media resource request, further comprising: 

receiving a second media resource request; 

determining that the second media resource request is not associated with the first queue; 

and 

associating the second media resource request with a default queue. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising associating a second media 

resource with the default queue. 

1 3 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising assigning the media resource 
request a place in the queue. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein assigning the media resource request a 
place in the qii£ue comprises determining whether the media resource request has a higher 
priority than any other media resource request currently pending in the queue. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein assigning the media resource request a 
place in the qtiiue comprises placing the media resource request in line behind previously- 
received media resource requests pending in the queue unless the media resource request has a 
higher priority than one or more previously-received media resource requests pending in the 
queue. 
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16. (Original) The method of claim 13, further comprising receiving an indication that 
the media resource request should be moved to a different place in the queue than the place 
currendy assigned. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiviftg an indication that the media resource is available; 

selecting from the queue a selected request to be serviced by the media resource; and 
servicing the selected request. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the media resource request is associated 

with the queue based at least in part on data included in the request. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the media resource request is associated 
with a set of data and the media resource request is associated with the queue based at least in 
part on the set of data to which the request relates. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the media resource request is associated 
with a client Oil which a set of data associated with the media resource request is stored and the 
media resource request is associated with the queue based at least in part on the client with which 
the media resource request is associated. 

2L (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the media resource request is associated 
with an application that generated the media resource request and the media resource request is 
associated with the queue based at least in part on the application which generated the media 
resource request. 

22. (Currently amended) A system for processing requests for media resources, comprising: 

a processor configured to: 
define a queue; 

allocate a media resource to the queue; and 

associate a media resource request with the queue; and 
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a memory configured to store the media resource request and other data associated with 
the queues 

wherein the processor is configured to associate a media resource request with the queue 
at least in part by associating the media resource request with a data zone associated with the 
queue . 

23. (Currently amended) A computer program product for processing requests for media 
resources, th£ computer program product being embodied in a computer readable medium and 
comprising computer instructions for: 
defining a queue; 

allocating a media resource to the queue; and 
associating a media resource request with the queuej, 

wherein associating a media resource request with the queue comprises associating the 
media resource request with a data zone associated with the queue . 
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